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Q: Why did you have the idea of
making a school?

A: I've lived in this area for a
long time. And my eldest son,
Theo, who came to this school in
Year Two, used to go to the Ger-
man Kindergarten, just over there
on Red Post Hill. It was through
meeting lots of other parents who
spoke German and had their chil-
dren at the kindergarten, just hav-
ing those conversations and
thinking, ‘Well, what happens
next? When they have to go to
school, wouldn't it be a really
good idea if you could go to
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Peter with Nian, Iris and Jakob

school that carried on the
work?’ And then the govern-
ment, at that time, had a policy
of encouraging parents to think
about setting up new schools
with special ideas behind them,
special missions. So it all came
together from people I knew at
the Kindergarten.

“It’s so important to be able to

learn as many languages as

possible, but two is a good
start”

Q: Why did you want the

school to be bilingual?

A: I'm half German, my mum
was German. She taught me
German when I was young, and
I decided to try to do the same
thing with my kids. And that
seemed to go okay, given I'm
not perfect in German, but
pretty good. I think it's so im-
portant to be able to learn as
many languages as possible,

2

One sunny day , the Journalism
Club’s Nian, Iris and Jakob inter-
viewed Peter Johnson, the man
who—to put it simply—started

Judith Kerr Primary School.

Peter has been central to the
school from the birth of the idea
to today, but now he is stepping
down as chair of the school’s
governing body. For the
journalists, it was a chance to
ask him about how it all began,
why he wanted to start a
bilingual school, and what he
likes for breakfast ....

really, but two is a good start.

I think it's such an important job
for schools, any school really, to
encourage children to love
languages.

Q: Can you remember the mo-
ment when you first had the
idea? One of our teachers said it
was at a dinner party!

A: It was this combination of
taking Theo to and from the Kin-
dergarten, talking with the other
parents there, including Juliane
who is Marlene’s (in Y6) mum.

I work in business, and I’ve al-

Interview in progress: photo by Nian



ways been interested in starting
new things. So when the govern-
ment said, ‘Hey, parents why
don't you club together and start
something?’ my immediate reac-
tion was well, why not see if we
can we make it work? So that
was the germ of it.

There was no dinner party,
but, through various mailing
lists, I asked anyone who's
interested in helping to come
forward. One evening, it was on
Bonfire Night 2010 — a long
time ago, before you were born
— various people who were
interested came to my house.
We talked about how it might
look and we put a plan together.

“A secondary school? Having

spent three years trying to do this
one I knew that was hard

enough!”

Jakob: How did you get the
teachers and staff?

A: Originally, it was quite hard.
When you're a brand new
school, it’s a very small school.
We opened with four classes, a
full Reception and a Year One
and a Year Two. So you need a
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head teacher, someone who
knows how to run it. Then you
need one or two teachers. And
it's a very small team and it’s
hard to get people to want to
join a small team with all the
pressures there. But the school
is now very full and seems to be
able to great new teachers
without struggling.

Q: | heard that you also want-
ed to open a secondary school?

Quite a few people said, ‘Now,
why can't you go and do sec-
ondary school?’ Having spent
three years trying to do this one

I knew that that was hard
enough!

Secondary schools are so much
more complicated because you've
got so many different subjects
and specialist teachers. I never
really thought of doing a second-
ary school. If you really want
specialist teachers to teach, for
example, science, you really need
a science lab with all the equip-
ment and things like that and
that's really quite expensive.

Q: What was the house in the
grounds of the school for?




That is a good question. When
we looked at the building, there
was a man living there. He was
the caretaker for this building
and he had lived here for 13
years, can you believe that?
More or less on his own in that
house. And he was the one that
had dug and planted the whole of

“One day someone will have
to decide whether to take the

house away, or put it back

into some sort of use”

the garden that we have now.
So the house sits on the piece
of land that belongs to the

Introducing Mogskin*
9

school, but it's very dilapidated.
And one day someone will have
to decide whether to take it
away, or whether to put it back
into some sort of use.

Q: Are you planning any new
projects for the school?

A: Well, my term as chair of the
governing body is almost at an
end, so I have a relatively short
horizon on this. In fact, this is
the first time I've been in school
for 15 months, so it's lovely to
see everybody!

So we've got four new gover-
nors joining the local governing
body, the parent group, and they
seem really good and really
motivated and so I am looking

Meeting everyone in the Club

forward to seeing what happens.
Q: And can you tell us what you
had for breakfast, and lunch?

Well for breakfast I had two slic-
es of bread, one with honey and
one with jam, and for lunch I had
some warmed up curry!

Thank you Peter for visiting us and
being a great interviewee — the Club

*possibly a cousin of Looshkin©

Comic by Mica, Y5



DRAWING DENNIS: An interview with comic

artist Nigel Parkinson

Our comic-loving journalism club has
been incredibly lucky this past year, se-
curing interviews with artists such as
Jamie Smart and Joe List. In this edition,
master cartoonist Nigel Parkinson has
answered their questions about drawing
for The Beano, the world’s longest-
running comic! We’re in awe!

Follow

Nigel Parkinson
@NPBeanoArtist

Beano cartoonist, official Dennis artist, | draw things; did you notice my hair?

Why do you like working for The Beano?

It's nice to have a job you enjoy and look for-
ward to doing and know that readers like what
you've done. Most jobs, however good, aren't
like that. If it isn't the best job in the world, |
don't know what is.

Do you sometimes stop and think, ‘I’'m draw-
ing the most famous prankster in the world’?
Yes, I've done that about five times! Usually I'm
too busy drawing to think about it, but when |
do, it seems unlikely, yet it's true. | know there
are a lot of people who like Dennis and Gnash-
er very much and | try to do the best | can to
please them.

Did you read the Beano when you were a kid?
| read almost everything. Not just comics, |
would read newspapers, magazines, books-
always reading. It gives you ideas and makes
you think, which is good. There were a lot
more comics then, but | particularly liked The
Bash Street Kids.

Where did you learn to draw so well? Did you
study drawing?

| didn't learn, or study, I've just always drawn,
and never wanted to do anything else as a job.

It's important to do 3 things to be a comics car-
toonist:

1. Look at comics and see how they're
drawn, all the different angles, close ups,
different expressions, moving the story
along with action and interest;

2. Look at real life: see how people are all
shapes, sizes, etc, and remember the
ways they walk, run, shout, laugh, etc it
will all be useful when drawing;

3. Practice every day, especially when you
don't feel like it. Drawing as a job is
different to drawing as a hobby- it helps if
you enjoy it, but you sometimes have to
draw when you're not feeling well, or it's
a nice day out, or everyone else is going
somewhere good.

Drawing professionally is hard work because
you're being paid to do it so you have to be
good, fast, and work long hours. Not everyone
can do all that, but as I'd always wanted to
draw comics, | made the effort to do it.




The Latest in the Series: More

DANGEROUS CREATURES
Fastosuchus, Sapio and Sushi Man
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ceoo @ journahsm CYU;? p‘wto comic

Every child in the school has been dying to ~ The brave members of the journalism club
know what’s in the basement of JKPS, and in (Percy, Nian, Iris, Danny, Finley, Hugo and
this issue, we, the Mog Chronicles makers,  Sufiyan) have made incredible photos of this
have brought you the answer! Many of our  underworld below the school. So get ready
fearsome, young journalists ventured down  for an out of this world adventure!

to THE BASEMENT and captured some

stunning images.

The first thing that they encountered was a massive black door vith 2
sign portraying: DARK ROOM TECHNICIANS ONLY No
ADMITTANCE, This may scund seary encugh, however, to our surprise
it was actually the cleaners’ cupbeard,

Even though on the doors of the eupboard it said “Keep this door
locked always’, it was open when we found it. Maybe some failed

experiment broke out here...

I\/ext, here is the theatre. Here, the first year 6's were meant to The ladder we suspect leads to Just outside the reception P]aggrwnd

perform their Ace zn wonderland qraduation performance, but, gate. We tried to get to it, however, the floor was way tee damp and

ﬂ'\eg were never able to do it down there for some unknown creepy the trapdbbr was locked (3150 we werenvt allowed )

reason,




This is the main reom where we suspect the haunting begins, There
was 2 loud humming and a chill that sent shivers down your spine.
Oceasionally, some of the lights flicker on and off. Run as fast as you
can when that happens! We did, and we barely survived.

Here Dar\ng has spotfed movement in the darkness of the mechanical

room, He thinks it was just a big rat but we are not so convinced...

Here we are leoking at the weird graffiti picture which gave us guite 2

fr?ghf when we ﬁrst went down. Tts 9009]3 eyes seemed to watch us

wherever we went...
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Octopus comic by Linus, Y6
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Mog Chronicle Summer Special edition
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LET’S

Welcome, children, to JKPS
I have to admit it’s really the best.
Enter the school and be our guest:
JKPS!

The classrooms are cool, the teachers are nice,

Whenever you’re struggling, they give good advice.

Could the basement be haunted by a Poltergeist?
What’s on the menu: chicken and rice!

We instantly recommend this school,
The activities and music are really cool.
Get out of your house, no time to rest,

Everything’s fine at JKPS!

Lyrics by Linus, Year 6
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Check out the world premiere performance

of the JKPS:

See the video by clicking here!



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qYf2uqW6aLE

DANGEROUS CREATURES

Monsters of the Lake
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Did you know that Google Maps’
Streetview is a bit like a time
machine? The Journalism Club’s
Mica found out that you could

’ E " v
zoom back through time to find
I T a different picture of
R | Nl S 68 Half Moon Lane for every
‘ year, showing the changing face

of the school. Of course, there

A tl m e I I n e fro m was plenty going on behind the
gates as well....

2012 to 2021 ; YA

2015

Before it all began ... 68 Half The school had already opened,  The school was up and running,
Moon Lane was the former site ~ Welcoming the first students but behind the gates there was
of a Plant Science laboratory and families in September 2013. 3 construction site.

belonging to King’s College.

Here is the very first The front of the building is
Weihnachtsmarkt, from 2013. covered in scaffolding.

And the second Martinsfest, Here, the matting was being
from 2014. installed in the green space.
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Y
Everyone was delighted when
patron Judith Kerr gave the
children a special reading.

Swr thn
Siheol Flayry Feld

Bakes sales and summer fairs Remember the plan to build on

have always been a part of the =", , the green space? A consultation

school, these are from 2015. ) ‘ ' in 2016 preceded the planning
And then was guest of honour application in 2017.

2016 at the 2016 summer fair.

Shortly afterwards, there was a The parent community rallied
referendum ... support, including from Helen
Hayes MP, and submitted a peti-
tion to Southwark council.

The construction project fin- ... more happily, here’s the
ished in 2016! This was the whole school assembled in o
ribbon-cutting ceremony. front of the completed project. Southwark council rejected the

application in October 2017.
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Setting up for the memorable But 2021 brought a new
Oktoberfest in 2019. library ...

Judith Kerr was guest of honour  The whole school assembled ... an outdoor classroom ...
at the first graduation, for Y6 on the green space.
students who joined Y2 in 2013.

2020/21

Here they are on the podium,
what a fantastic occasion.

2019

...and another chance to
celebrate Fasching.

27 ‘t.
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2020 of course brought the
pandemic, home learning, and
virtual assembilies . ....

The poster that says it all.
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Mogskin: Episode 2

Mogs e}

by Finley and Percy Y6
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The Journalism Club wanted

Q V I l 5/ \N/ e ’ everyone to be in the Mog Chron-

icle Summer Special. They de-
signed a poster for the class-

[ )
J d th I< rooms, so that students could
u 1 err write about their favourite JKPS

moments. Here are some of the

reasons why the children think

P rim ary S Cho O 1 JKPS is great. Photographs by

Claudia Leisinger/School Twitter

because the | 1 ke JKPS be-
teachers are king | couse they

and we are never | yeassurt You
rusheo with puy when Yow are

feeling sad. B

- like JRPS beeqye,
it’s aLwagjs teaching
us something ey angl
It becane g Part of me.

Y3
T "fﬁf 71‘

My fovourite “

| thing about JKPS

{s that they ave
very accepting.

[ Like Judith Kerv

My favourite  pecause | have the

memory was
when we did the
plrate pla Y-Y=

most amazing

teachers.

Jo canme g, the clpsg-

[ like that when | room while e
first came to Jps | Watching g e,

, movie ang
made friends almost she j omped onto the
straight away. floor and startey
ye streaming, Turn i+

down, it's tp, Lowol1”
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Let’s play Poke-Mog!
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Pokemon Mogs by Danny, Y5
(*and DM
Productions, Danny and Mica)
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Meanwhile, at Earth Worm Primary School ...
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The Journalism Club wishes
all children, teachers,
parents, carers and their
cats a wonderful summer
break — thank you for your
continued readership and
for all your contributions
throughout the year.

A special thank you goes to Ms Orla for her amazing
support for the club!

Best wishes, and see you next year,

Journalism Club and
Facilitators Elaine and Marcie
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